U.S. spies

THE LEAK by unknown
administration officials
of Libyan strongma.n
Muammar

plot against nelxhbor
ing Sudan risked the
lives 3‘! American
agents the Middle
Eut who had tipped off

CIA, infuriating
Preaident Reagan in t.he
process.

eomnun?
i advherlagreedtlmtthe
| dispatch of U.8. AWACS

radar planes to Egypt
to monitor the danger-

ous situation could not -

" be ..honestly explained
without - endangering
the U.S,_ agents. That is
why, during his Feb. 16

press conference, Rea-
himself

gan seemed
completely in the dark
and passed off the shift
of the AWACS as notan
unusual

When the real story
' was leaked (probably
by Pentagon officials),
the President's / first
wWorry = was that
Khadafy would retali-
ate by finding the real
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or poeudo U-& lxentl I'l-l! POPE PLOT
;‘;gmo“‘;’:""’mia TOP-secret - State

ge pfmtheMd ridicule: 1 ‘message’ to\th:
m for parent ig-: : governmen
norance hed‘l’;plgyed“ © tries to make a.menda
his press conference. = .=, for past U

ot eam lkeptlclam by . proteu-

* ing what one official .
termed “great interest

- by the adminis-
" tration” in the continu-

" ing probe ‘of possible’

Soviet complicity in the
attempted . assassina-
; t.lon of Pope John Paul

'l'be dlpbmnlc note
was intended to dispel
well-founded. criticism
that thedQidwwas not in-

' operating as an individ-
‘ual, not as part of a-con-

That etroneoua view
bas now been trans-
formed at the top of the
CIA, which has been
giving discreet help to
Italian police and intel-

‘ligence authorities in
their investigation. The
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